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in New Zealand, and have this Act
at their fingers' ends; therefore, when we
were. adopting a newv systeiti, we naturally
fell hack on the Public Works Act of
New Zealand. Clause 69 deals with the
award of compensation. It provides that
the Court shall take into account the
value of the land or interests in the land,
inliludillg riparian righbts, and Ole exte~nt
ro which any' relnaini~g lands of the
claimiant an) likely to be affected b)y the
works in question. or whether, as in the
case of the making of a ntilway, the other
portion of his land of which hie is not
deprived will he improved in value by the
execution of those workis. [Ma. ILIANO0-
WoavTa: The bettorenit principle.] That
principle, to a certain extent, but not so
f ully as it is carried out in other places.
I think there is a great deal of justice in
that principle. A mnan often protests
that it will he ruin to himn to take a
portion of his land for a railway, whereas
we know his property ill be improved
by making the railway; and in such a
ease it would he wrong for him to get
a large compensation ;therefore, the
Court is authorised to take these things
into account. In Clause 85 there is a
provision that commonly appears in Bills
of this sort, namely, that the Minister may
agree to grant easements in lieu. of com.-
pensation to persons (for example) whose
land is taken for railway purposes. I
have not deemed it necessary to go into
all the clauses of the Bill in' detail, on a
motion to read it a second time, but
have confiniied myself to describing
its main principles. As I have said,
the BiUl repeals the existing law relating
to the taking of land for public purposes,
and consolidates that law, It also pro-
rides for the taking of land both by the
Government and by public bodies, for
public works as well as for railway pur-
poes I beg, to move that the Bill be
now read a second time.

Mn. ILLING WORTH: I move the
adjournment of the debate until Tuesday
next.

Motion for adjournment of the debate
put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 6-35 o'clock,

p.m.. until next day.

Th~ursday, 200t. August, 1896.

New iuoinher-1lailway construction up Helena Hirer-
Coolgardie water sn pjdy Scheme: particulars or-
PerthlFreiuntle Roadl cost of repairs to-Perth
Park Fencing; cost of- VMunicipal tustitutious Act
Amndment Bill: third reatdinK-Western A'is-
truian Trf Club Act Repeal Bill :third reading-
AgricnltuaL Lauds Purchase Bill: committee-
Powers of Attorney Dill: committee-Federal
Council Reference Bil tnecoud redin mi-oured
debate-Colgarlie GoidfleldaWteSuiyoa
Bill : second reading; ajonrned debate-Constitu.
timi Act Amendment Bill: first reodiag-Acljonrv-
MCAn.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G1. Shen-
ton) took tho chair- at 4'30 o'clock, p.m.

NEW MEMBER.

THE- PRESIDENT (H on. Sir G. Shen-
ton) reported that hie had received a,
telegraphic return to the writ issued by
His ]Excellency the Governor for the
election of a mnember to serve in the
Cotncil for the Central Province, and
that, from the return endorsed upon such
writ, it appeared that Mr. Richard Sep-
timus Haynes had been duly elected for
the said province.

The Hon. Richard Septiinus Haynes,
having subscribed the oath required by
law, took his seat.

RAIL WAY CONSTRUCTION UP
HELENA RIVER.

TUE HO0N. R.. G. BURGES asked the
Minister for Miines,-

i. If the Government had on record
any plan of a survey for a railway line
fromn Guildford up the Helena River and
on Eastward ?

2. If so, could the said plan he laid on
the table of this House P

THE MNINISTER FOR MIINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied, as follows:
A colpy of reports on the Helena Valley
route from Guildford to York was laid
on the table of the Legislative Assembly
on the 12th January, 1893, and I will
now lay a copy on the table of this
House, for the information of the hon.
member.

COOLGAkRDIE WATER SUPPLY SCHEME
-PARTICULARS OF.

THE: HON. R. G. BURGES asked the
Minister for Mines the following questions

Public Works Bill.
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with reference to the details of the esti-
mate contained in the Enigineer-in-Chief's
report on the proposed Coolgardie Water
Supply Scheme: -

[.Where, and for what purpose, the
15 miles of railway, mentioned in Item
No. 14, were to be constructed?

z. How far was the proposed reservoir,
mentioned in Itemn 16, from the Midland
Junction Railway Station?

3. Why the upper reservoir, shown on
plans in the Public Works Department
as holding nearly four times the quantity
of water held by the reservoir mentioned
in Item 16, was not referred to in the
report ?

4. When the bridge, mentioned in
Item 16, was to be constructed, and how
far it was from the Midland Junction
Railway Station?

5. Whether the Gov'ernment had made
ainy estimate as to purchase or land, comn-
lpensation to millowners, &c., and damages
to private property likely' to be caused by
the hack-flow of water up Helena River
in consequence of the erection of the
dam.

6. Whether the Government had con-
sidered a shorter route, which would save
20 iles of piping and about 400 feet in
pumping, and also the erection of one
pumping station, thus avoiding the ex-
penditure of £11,000, and £8,000 for
horsepower, £9,000 for cost of piping,
and otber expenses; amounting, in all,
to x150,000.

TilE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied, as follows:-

i. (a.) From reservoir site No. 10,
on the Helena River (said reser-
voir site being about five miles
South-West of Saw -Yer's Valley
Railwayv Station), to Easterii
Railway, and along other parts
where the pipe track may not
closely follow the. railway.

(b.) For conveyance of pipes and
other materials.

2. About 15 miles- that is by follow-
lug the bends of the Helena River; about
11 miles in a straight line.

3.This site is one of those referred to
in the appendices to report-vide Appen-
dix E, Clause 9.

The reservoir site referred to in
report is the best, and the calculations
were based thereon, but 12 reser-voir
sites have been surveyed.

Thle reservoir site referred to is at
blinjalong, about four miles South of
the 17-mile post on the York-Perth
Road.

Rail) g-augi ugs have been for sonme
time, and are still being, recorded there
by the Public Works Department, and
stream gauging is now in hand there.

The advantages of the site are:-
(a.) Its elevation, and
(b.) Its geographical position.

Against this, however, there has to
be faced the fact that the drainage area
is vecry limited, and the soil of a porous
nature.

There is, therefore, no reasonable
probability of securing at this site a
reliable anid sufficient supply for the
scheme.

At the same time, the conditions
surrounding this site, and another
between it and the lowest, or lMundar-
rng site, are being carefully investigated
for the purpose of deciding whether
either of them may not be utilised in
conjunction with the lowest site.

The sites surveyed on other streams
are also being carefully considered.

A detailed Survey has been made of
the reservoir basin at Minjalong, and
a traverse also made of the catchment
area. Plans have been prepared from
the information so obtained.

These plans show,-

(a.) Position of reservoir.
(b.) Height above sea level.
(c.) Capacity of reservoir.
(d.) Contours to 80 feet above

bed of river.
(e.) Catchient area.

4. Across Helena River, about three
miles above lowest damn site, and about
18 miles by river from Midland Junc-
tion Railway Station.

5. Yes. Vide detailed estimnates, Item 16
-Miscellaneous.'

It would, however, be injudicious to
state f urther particulars of this. Ample
provision has been made.
6. The pumping station referred to

could not be saved, as the upper reservoir
alone would be insufficient for the pur-
poses of the scheme.

Whether either of the upper
reservoirs should be constructed is at
present doubtful, but is under con-
sideration.
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Railway, Guildford to York, vii
Helena Valley, wouild cost about
£400,000.

PERTH-FREMANTLE ROAD. COST OF
REPAIRS TO-PERTH PARK FENCING,
COST OF.
THE HON. S. H. PARKER asked the

Minister for Mines to lay, on the table of
thle House,-

IA statement of the estimated cost
of the repairs to the road between Perth
and Fremnantle.

7_ A statement of the cost of thle fenc-
ing round thme Perth Park.

THE MlINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied that hie would
be glad to supply tbe information asked
for, as soon as it could be procured.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

This Bil was read a third time, and
passed.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TURF CLUB
BILL.

This Bill was read a third time, and
peased, and ordered to be transmitted to
the Legislative Assembly.

AGRICULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE
BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.
Clause 10-"' Reserves for public pur.

poses, roads, and townsites to be p)1o-
vided :

Tan lox. F. T. CROWDER: I move
to strike out the word " townsites." As
this is a Bill to purchase laud for agri-
cultural purposes, I hope those towns
which are situate in agricultural districts
will receive some benefit from it. I fail
to see why the Government should have
power to establish fresh towusites. If
they have the power, a short time only
will elapse before deputations will b;e
found waiting upon the Government
wanting town balls, poor-houses, &c.,
and then we shall be left to the tender
mercies of Mr. Poole, who will want
£8,000 or £9,000 for a gaol, or- £20,000
for a post office. I do not see any
necessity for new townsites, aud,therefore,
I move that this word be struck out.

Tan MINISTER FOR MINES (HOn.
E. H. Wittenoom) : I hope that hon.
members will not agree to this amend- i

went. It will be unfair to settlers if a
new townmsite cannot be treated, so that
they may have their store, and so on,
from which to purchase what they
require. I miay say that a similar
provision is also in the Queensland
Bill.

THE HoN. D. K. OONGDON: I can
hardly understand the hon. member's
objection, and should say that the larger
the nunber of towns in the coiony the
better.

THE How. F. T. CEoWDER: The Gov-
ernment hlave the powver to create fresh
townships under another Act.

THE HoN. D. K. CONGDON: I know
they have, but T cannot see why we
should make a. restriction here.

THE BON. C. E. DEMPSTER: Ilean
see no objection to this clause. I think,
if land is purchased by the Government
for agricultural settlement, some provision
should be made by which townships can
be created if necessary.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause agreed to.
Clause 11-" Price and conditions on

which land is to be sold:
THE Hox. F. M1. STONE: I move, as

an amendment, that the words "to the
satisfaction of the Board" be inserted
after the word " maintained," in the fifth
line. It appears to mie that there is
nothing in this clause to show hlow the
improvements are to be ascertained. If
they are to be done to the satisfaction of
the Board an owner can get a certificate,
and he will then be able to obtain his
Crown grant.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H1. Wittenoom): I cannot agree with
this amendment. The Board has nothing
to do with the improvements. All the
Board has to do is to advise the Govern-
ment as to the purchase. Then, by Clause
8, -after lands have been surrendered,
they become. Crown lands, and, by Clause
2, it is provided that, after lands are sur-
rendered, this Bill is to be administered
by the Commissioner of Crown Lands.
The Board is simply to act as a check on
the Government, and, the lands having
been acquired, the Board will have nothing
further to do with them.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause agreed to.
Clause 12---" Where there is more than

one applicant for the same land:
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THE HON. F. MW. STONE: I propose
to alter this clause so that it shall read
that if there is more than one applicant
it shall be decided by ballot as to who
shall take the land. I move, therefore,
as an amendment, that all the words
after "land," in the second line, bestruck
out, and that the following words be
inserted in Lieu thereof;-" and the ques-
tion of to whom the land shall be sold
shall be decided by lot, to be drawn by
the Minister in the presence of the
applicants, or such of them ats Shall
attend at his office, after being duly
notified that such drawing is to take
place on a day to be named in such
notification."

THE HON. E. MeLARTY: I shall
support this amiendmnent, because I think
it will relieve the Government of a good
deal of responsibility' .

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenooni): I am sorry to hear
the hon. member say he is going to
support this amendment, because it will
interfere altogether with the policy of the
Bill. If all applications are to be decided
by lot, it means that a man in towvn, who
may be a speculator, has the same chance
as a bon4 fide farmer. The Bill provides
that if the app1 licant for any land gives
a satisfactory assurance that lie will
reside upon it he will be given a little
advantage. The aniendment, however,
puts the speculator on the Same footing
as the bon4 fide settler.

THE HON. F. T. CROWDER: I shall
have much pleasure in supporting this
amendment. The clause as it stands
opens the dloor to favouritism, and the
speculator may be given the preference
over the bond fide farmer.

THE HON. H. BRIGGS: I think a
wise discretion should be placed in the
hands of the person appointed by the
Minister to decide among the applicanits.
Such a person would give preference, no
doubt, to the man with a, family who
would reside on the land. I think there
is a strong reason why there should be a
discretionary power allowed.

THE RON. R . G. ElIRGES: I think
there should be an amendment to this
clause. it will he a most unpleasant
thing for any person who may be ap-
pointed by th~e Minister to decide between
several applicants who may, perhaps,
reside in his own district. I do not

think the Government would get anyone
to undertake the work.

THE Hon. C. A. FIESSE: I think
this clause as it stands is a dangerous
one. Why should not the first applicant
have the land? I fail to see why, if I
apply before anyone else, I should not
have the preference.

Taz HoN. E. MoLARTY: Suppose
half a dozen applications come in at the
same time. Each would have an equal
right to the laud, and how then would
the matter be decided?'

TuE MINISTER FOR MINES: Draw
lots.

THE RON, E. MeLARTY: That is what
the Hon. Mr. Stone says, but there is no
provision for it in this Bill. I know an
instance, which occurred a short time ago,
where two persons applied for the one
piece of land. Of course, only one of
them could get it, and aI good deal of
dissatisfaction wvas conscqueutly caused.
I think the amendment will relieve the
Government of a good deal of responsi-
bility, and I shall, therefore, support it.

THE HON. A. B. KIDSQN: I think
the amendment is a proper one, and for
this reason: I do not think the House
should pass a measure whereby an in-
justice may occur to any person. The
object of this Bill is to allow persons who
are most likely to settle upon the land to
have it, hut it does not confine itself to
any particular class of person. Everyone
has the right to apply, and I do not
think we should do anything to take
away that right from any individual.

THE HON. J. W. HACKETT: I am
not taking any part in the discussion on
this Bill, for reasons of my own, but I
might point out that hon. members
have hardly brought the matter down to
its full depth. The suggestion that
undue influjence should be kept awvay
from the Government, and that they
should be saved from falling into it, we
all concur with; but I may say that a
similar provision to that proposed by the
amendment has been found to result most
corruptly in the other colonies. What
has happened is this: when one of these
land lotteries have been held, a number of
persons have come together and applied,
as well as the bona fide applicant, and, of
course, the chances have been 12 to 1
against the bond fide applicant getting it.
In some cases the speculators have
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offered to withdraw on payment of a
certain amount, or, after one of them has
got the laud, they havre offered it to the
person who really wanted it, upon his
giving them a certain consideration. One
of these cases not long ago was fought
out in the Courts, hut the law was so
explicit that nothing could he done. I
should suggest that we do not pass the
Bill on any hard-and-fast lines. Let
there be Some way for the Governmnt to
get out if they find such practices as I
have referred to going on here.

THE HON. F. 1M. STONE: The lion.
member has told us rather a, far-fetched
story.

THE HON. J. W. HAXCKETT: I ojeCt
tO that. I was simplyV repeating What is
the history of the other colonies.

THE HON. F. MW. STONE: By Clause
4 hon. mnembhers will find that pvrsons
who apply for land under this Bill will
have to pity a certain amtount on account
of the purchase money; they will have to
fence and cultivate the land; and, in these
circumistances, I cannot see how the
speculators will come in. The Hon. the
Minister for Mines has said that this
amendment is against the policyv of the
Bill. I cannot see it; because it seemisto
me that it does not matter who it is that
takes up the land, so long as lie cultivates
it and pays the price. What we want is
that the land shiall he settled and worked.
I might, ask what is to prevent a farmier
applying and being selectedkas a successful
applicant, and then selling the land at
once to the town speculator ?

TaE HTow. S. I. HAYNES:- I do not
see any' provision to permmt the transfer
to a land shark. The person who gets
the land must comply with the regulations
or his land is forfeited.

THE HON. R. S. HAYNES: Is there no
provision against it?

THE Hon. S. J. HLAYNES : No; but
I cannot see any provision by which a
man can transfer his interest.

TRE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. HE. Wittenoom): If the clause, as it
stands, is looked into carefu lly, hon. mem-
hers will see that it is very workable.
The Governor is to appoint such persons
to decide among the applicants as he shall
think fit. If 10,000, acres were bought,
say at .Bunbury, would it not be better to
appoint three persons to decide if there
were a number of applicants for a par-

ticular piece of it, than it would he for
the 1i mister to decide.

THE Ho.%. R. G. Eustons: WVhat men
will 'vonuget to do it ?

Tns M SINI STER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H, Wittenoom): That is the business
of the Government to find out who will
do it. If it is found that all the
applicants are equally entitled, then
a decision by lot can be resorted to.
However, I leave the matter in the hands
of the committee, and. trust that the
amendment will not be agrreed to.

THiE HON. 0. A. PIESSE: The objec-
tion of the Hon. the Minister for Mines
seems to mne to make the amendmen tall the

mnoi- e cessary. If 10,000 acres of land
were available at fu abury, and there were
10 applicants for one pariculatr piece, and
three gentlemen were appointed to decide,
they would inmediately make nine
enem ies for them selves because they could
only give the land to onie person.

'NE HoN. J. R. TAYLOR: Why
sh ould not the land be griven to the flrsrt ap-
plicantP If there happen to he two or
three applications at the same time they
imight he dealt with in the same way that
applications for mining leases are' dealt
with by the Wardlens.

THE HoxN. F. MW. STONE: Supp)ose all
the applications were posted on the same
day P

THrE How. J. H. TAYLOR: I think
you -will always find one man quicker
than the rest.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (lion.
E. H. Wittenoom): In all cases of large
estates I think the practice will be much
the same as in regard to the coal leases.
The estate will be clut up, and applica-
tions will lbe received up to a certain date.
All the applications that come in up to
that date will be taken as having been
received at the same time. In the appli-
cations for coal leases, all which are
received by the first post on the date on
which the applications are due are taken
to have arrived at the same time.

THE HoN,. F. MW. STONE: And the
very means I propose here of getting
over the difficulty was recommended by
the Registrar in connection with the coal
leases.

THE HoN.. C. A. PIE SSE: Would the
"'an who applied the day before the
applications were due have a. prefer-
ence ?

Agricultural Land6 [20 AUGUST, 189().]
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THE HoN. R. G. EURGES: Why do
the Government not alter the Land
Regulations, and make the provisions the
same as are contained in this Bill?

THE MINISTER FOR M1INES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): For the simple
reason that we have not the Land
Regulations before us.

THE HON. .KE DEMPSTER; I think
it would be better to leave the matter in
the hands of the Government or the
Board.

Question-That the words pr0])osed to
be struck out stand part of the clause-
put.

The committee divided 'vi th the follow-
ing result:-

Ayes ... 8 .

Noes ... ... .. 10

Majority against
Arms.

The Ron. HI. Brigs
The Ho,,. D3. K. Congdon
The Hon. C. E. Dle=wste
The Hon. S. W. Haekett
The Hon. R. S. Haynes
The lHon. W. SpVeer
The on. J. H. Taylor
The H~on. H. Wittemoon,

2
NOES.

The If... F. T. Crowder
The Hon. S. J. Haynes
The Hon. A. B. Kidson
Tile Ho,,. F. M&Lrty
The lion. S. H. Parker
The Ho,. C. A. Piesse
The Ho.. J. E. Riehardson
The Ho.. H. J. Saunder
The Hon. P. M. stone
The Ho.. F?. G. B,,rges

('e e) .

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
The remaining clauses were agreed to.
New clause:
THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.

E. it. Wittenoomt): I move that the
following new clause lie added the Bill,
to stand ats No. 22: " The position of a
" memnber of theBoard shall not lie deemed
" or taken to be an office or place of profit
"or emolumnent or of employment in the
public service within the meaning of any

"law now or hereafter in force in the
" Colonye of Western Australia." Honm.
members will, no doubt, at onice see the
object of tllis clause. It is to enable
members of Parliament to be appointed,
if necessaryv, to the Board. In the two
Houses we have sixty-five of the leading
men of the colony, many of whom are
connected with agriculture, and it would
be against the interests of the Bill to
preclude them sitting on the Board. It
has been argued that this clause is some-
what against the Constitution Act, but I
uiay say that the only points which have
to be reserved for Her Majesty's assent
are those dealing with the civil list and

the boundaries of electorates. I shall
not, however, press the clause if hon.
members do not desire it.

THE HoN. S. H. PARKER: I hope
the committee will not allow this clause to
be inserted in the Bill, for it is obviously
an attempt to amend the Constitution
Act by highly irregular means. This is
a Bill nominally to make provision for
the purchase of lands and to facilitate the
the hetter settlement of the lpeople on
them, and now it is proposed to make
a highly important alteration of the
Constitution Act in it. The 29th sec-
tion of the Constitution Act provides
that if any member of the Legislative
Council or Legislative Assembly accepts
any office of profit fromt the Crown his
seat shall thereupon become vacant.
The effect of this section, therefore, is
that no member of either House can
accept an office of profit under the Crown
unless he thereby vacates his seat. If
the Government were to come forward
with an amendment of the Constitution
Act, and say it is desirable that pro-
vision should be made to enable members
of Parliament to serve on this Board,
perhaps it wvould meet with no olbjection
from members of this House; but to ask
us to make such an important amend-
ment to the Constitution Act, by ap-
pending to this Bill a. clause of this kind,
seems to me to be highl 'y ir-regular. I
am not prepared to say it would be
necessary, if this clause were inserted, to
reserve the Bill for Her Majesty's assent,
or that it would be required to be certi-
fled to by the Speaker and President as
having p)assed its second and third read-
ings by absolute majorities. The title of
the BAi is " An Act to make provision for
the Purchase of Lands suitable for im-
mediate Settlement and for facilitating the
better Settlement of the People on the
Land;" and it recites that whereas it is
desirable to encoUrage the cultivation of
the lands near the railways, and to settle
people on such lands. These being the
title and preamble, I think it can hardly
be said that a clause of the kind pro-
posed, which is absolutely foreign to the
subject of the Bill, can be inserted in it.
Perhaps you, sir, will be good enough to
give us your ruling- on the point.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): So as to help you,
sir, in deciding, I may inform you that a
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similar provision has already been in-
serted in the Federation Act of Queens-
land.

THE HoN. J. W. HACKET'T: I was

going to take the same point. This
lauese seems to me to infringe the terms
of the 73rd Section of the Constitution
Act. You will observe, sir, that you
have to certify, with regard to certain
Bills, that they have passed their second
and third readings by absolute majorities,
and these cases arc set out in Section 73.
One of them is a Bill by wbich any
change is made in the constitution of the
Legislative Cowicil. The clause which
the hon. member now pr~oposes does make
such a chainge, inasmuch as it permits a
member to still retain his seat and yet
htold an office muder the Crown. If the
clause is pressed it seems to me that it
will jeopardise the whole Bill.

THE CHAIR-MAN (Hon. Sir G. Shon-
ton) : I think it would be better if the
proposed clause were inserted in the
amiending Constitution Bill. With refer-
ence to the question raised by' the Hon.
the Minister for Mines, 1 way point out
to him that the Queensland Bill, to which
he referred, is not a similar measure to
this. That Bill has to do with the
government of the colony, and, conse-
quently' , such a clause would be quite in
order. I would advise the lion. member
to drop the clause and bring it uip again
when the Constitution Act Amendment
Bill conmes before us.

THE: MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I think that a good
deal more importance has been attached
to this matter than there is any necessity
for. The object of the clause I propose
is simply to say that the acceptanice of a
seat on the Board which will be consti-
tuted under this Bill shall not be deemed
all office of profit. There is no desire to
amend the Constitution Act. However,
I shall not press the matter.

Clause negatived.
Schedule agreed to.
Bill reported, and report adopted.
THE PRESIDENT took the chair.
THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.

E. H. Wittenoom) : Ron. members will
see from the title of this Bill that it is a
measure having for its object the settle-
ment of the people on the land, and, in
order to carry this out, it may be

necessary' to do a little clearing from
time to time. There are some lands in
Western Australia which are so thickly
timbered that I do not suppose they could
be cleared under £10, £20, or £30 an acre,
and this heavily timbered land is some of
the best we have. It bas been thought
that if some of this land were acquired,
and those who wvished to take it ut) Were
not in a position to clear it, the Govern-
mnent might doi the work and add the cost
to the price charged for the land. I
think it is wvise that the Government
should be in a position to utilise land of
this character, which no ordinary capitalist
could clear and bring under cultivation.
Sonic hon. members are under the impres-
sion that the Government may not only
expend £2200,000 on the purchase of land,
butmuay alsocexpend £200,000 or X300,000
in clearing it.

THE HON. F. T. CROWDER: So they
can.-

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon,
E. H. Wittenoomn) :In spite of what the
hon. member says, I state that under
this Bill only £200,000 can be spent in
all. I intend, however, to propose an
amendment later on to r'e-insert Clause 9,
which was struck out, hut with a limit
that the Government shall not expend
more than £20,000 in clearing, &c. To
enable me to lput this clause in order, I
move that the consideration of the rep~ort
be made an Order of the Day for the
next sitting of the House.

Question-That the consideration of the
report be made anl Order of the Day for
the next sitting of the House-put and
declared carried.

Tax HOn. R. G. EUROES called for a
division.

THE; PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton): I might point out to bon. members
that the Minister in charge of this Bill
asks that the consideration of the report
may be deferred, and it is usual for the
House to grant such a request.

Tns HUN. R. G. BURGEs: I am quite
willing to withdraw my call for a division.

Question-That it be the pleasure of the
House that a division be not taken-put
and passed.

Question-That the consideration of
the report be made an Order of the flay
for the next sitting of the House-put
and passed.
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POWERS OF ATT[ORNEY BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clause I agreed to.
THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.

E. H. Mvittenooi): I move that Clauses
2 to 4 be struck out.

Question put and p)assed.
THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.

E. H. Wittenoom): I move that, the
following Clauses bie inserted in lieu
thereof:-

No. 2.-" An instrument treating a
"power of attorney may 1)0 deposited in
"the Supreme Court."

No. 3. -" A separate file of instruments
" so deposited shall be kept, and any
" person may- inspect the file and every,
" instrument so deposited, and an office
" copy thereof shall 1)0 delivered to him
"on request."

No. 4.-"' A copy of the instrument so
"deposited may be presented at the office,
"and, after examination, may be Stamped
"or marked as an office copy, and, when
"so stamped or mairked, shall becoinc and
"be an office copy."

No. 5.-" An office copy of an instru-
"ment so deposited shall, without further
"proof, be sufficient evidence of the eon-
"tents of the instrument and of the
"deposit thereof in the Supreme Court
"Office."

No. 6.-" Every instrument so de-
"posited shiall, unless otherwise provided
"in the instrument, be in force until notice
"of revocation or extinguishiment thereof

"shall be deposited in the Supreme Cout
" Office."

No. 7.- Notice of revocation or ox-
" tinguishment of any such instrument
"shall be published once in the Govern-
"went Gazette and twice in a newvspajper
"published in the colony."

No. 8.-1' General rules may be made
by the Attorney General for the pur-

"poses of this Act, regulating the
"practice of, and prescribing the fees to
"be charged and taken by, the Supreme
"Court Office."

No. 9.-" This Act shall apply to in-
"struments creating porcirs of attorney
"executed either before o after the coin-
mencenient of this Act."
THE Rox. S. H. PARKER: Perhaps

I may be permitted to say, as Chairman
of the Select Committee appointed to
consider this Bill, that we considered it
advisable to strike out the whole of the

Clauses of the Bill, as it caie to its, witl,
a view of inserting, clausm.' which appeal
in the report. It will be observed, from
these clauses, that it will not be compel-
sary to file ah power of attornecy. It
may be done. Then a person may
file a, power of attorney and obtain
an office copy of it, which will 1)e
evidence that the original power has been
duly deposited, and will 1)e evidence of
its contents. Then, by the proposed
Chlse 6, if a person has a power of
attorney, and deposits it in the office, and
obtains an office copy of it, such power of
attorney remains in force until it is
revoked or extinguished in the Supreme
Court Office. Then Clauses 7, 8, and .9
provide that any notice of revocation shall
1)e published in the Gazette, that the
Attorney General may inake rules for
regulating the practice and the fees to be
chiarged, and that the Act shall apply to
instruments executed either before or
after the passing of it, Suppose an
attorney desires to deal tinder his power,
all he will have to (10 is to produce a
certified copy of it, and then any' person
to whom it may be p~roduced will be
satisfied that he has authority to act so
long as no revocation or extinguishment
is registered at the Supreme Court. As
I have said, this Bill is only permissive,
and it has bebn made so to meet cases in
out of the way places whore it would be
difficult to register the powers of attorney.
Of course, if a person did not register
his power of attorney, it might place
dlifficulties in the way of his completing a
transaction, and, therefore, we may take
it that in most cases the instruments will
1)e registered.

Clauses agreed to.
Bill reported, and report adopted.

FEDERAL COUNCIL REFERENCE BILL.

SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenooxn): Hon. members are
aware that there is all important combi-
nation known as the Federal Council;
and it is necessary, if any matters are to
1)e discussed by that body, that they
shall be referred to it by at least two
Parliaments of Australasia. To comply
with this provision this Bill has been
introduced, inasmuch ais it is considered
necessary to refer the matters mentioned



Federol f nvei [20 AUUrSTr, 1896.] ' Refrrentce Bill. 443

in it to the Federal Council. Tlhis body
meets during the coming summer, and it
will be necessary, if we wish this colony
represented upon these subjects, to pass
this Bill.. It is proposed to refer the
following mratters :-The establishment of
an effectual system of Federal quarantine,
status of jointstock companies, uniformity
of banking laws throughout Australasia,
infectious diseases, and precaution against
and remedial measures for tuberculosis.
These are all important matters, and I
think it wise that -Western Australia
should be -epresented in the consideration
of them. Without saying anything'
f urther, I move that the Bill be now road
a second time.

THE HON. Fi. T. OCROWDER: I move,
That all the wvords af ter " that " he struck
out with a view to inserting, the following
words :- this House down s it would be
wanting in its duty to the constituents
it represents if it consents to any matters
being referred for consideration and legis-
lation byv the Federal Council of Austra-
lasia un~til provision is madte by statute
for the due and efficient representation
of this House in the said Council."
When the Federal Council Enabling Bill
was before this Hlouse on the 11th July,
18965, 1 made certain remarks upon it,
and I do not think I can do Letter than
to repeat them to honi. membiers. I said:

I beg to move, as an amendmnent, to strike
out all the words after " that," and insert the
following in lieut -" this House deemts it
would be wanting in its duty to the con-
stitulents it represents if it consents to any
matters being referred for consideration and
legislation by the Federal Council of Aus-
tralasia until provision is made by statute for
the due and efficient representation of this
House in the said Council." In moving this
resolution I can assure hon. members that, so
far as I am concerned, there ii no ill-feeling
consequent upon the late appointments to the
Federal Council. I intend to leave the past
alone, and deal only with the matter concern-
ing theamendment. In bringing forard this
amendment, I do so not only tn the interests
of the privileges of this House, but also in
the interests of the different constituencies
represented by hon. members here present.
According to the statute which governs the
appointment of delegattes to the Federal
Council, it is laid down that the Governor
shall have full power to make all appoint-
ments. He may appoint his own friends,
irrespective of the wishes of this House, or the
wishes of the Assembly, or he may appoint
persons who do not belong to either House.
It will be remembered that in the controversy

which took place somei time ago between the
Premier and the hon. memiber who lately
represented the Ministry iii this House, as t.o
the appointment of delegates to the Federal
Council, it wats didinetly laid down by the
Premier that he, notwithstanding the use of
the word Governor in the statute, had the sole
power of mking the appointments. Therefore,
if the Premier chooses, members of this Council
may be totally ignored, and will have no say
in tiny mnatter whbich may he brought forward
at the Federal Council. The Bill now before
'its deals with miatters of the greatest moment
to the people of this colony, and the Premier
has the power, if he thinks fit, to ex.
elude inisurs of this I]louse front being
represented, or having a word to say. If
we pass this Bill, we leave it in the power of
the Premier to totally ignore us, and elect

-delegates irrespective of the wishes of this
House. I. ask hon. inemliers whethetr, under
the circumstances, we shall ho doing our duty

-to our constituents if we pass this Bill. We
are sent here, I take it, to hold the balance of
powrer and to check hasty' legislation. If we
pass this Bill what Imuiwer shall we have ? It

*seenms to Inc we shall have parted with every-
thing, and we shall hand[ over the power to
the Assembly, for the Premier really repre-
sent that House. This is a muatter of serious
consequence to us, and I hope hon. members
will look at it in this light. In asking hon.
memtbers to vote for this amendment, I am not
seeking to put the Governument in a fix. The
Federal Council will not meet for two years,
and, therefore, the Government will have
plenty of time before proceeding with this
Bill to bring, in another, which will give to
this House a full neasulre of representation at

*the Federal Council. Heni. miemibers have no
right to pass this Bill until they are assuredi,
without doubt, that representation will be
given to this House when the time arrives.
I do not think it is necessary for me to say
any more, and I now simply mocre the amend-
ment.

I do not think it necessary for Ine to add
anything further, except, that the re-
solution I moved was carried unanimously,
and that since then no notification has

ibeen received from the Government on
the subject. I fail to see, therefore, how
this House can now stultify itself by
passing this Bill.
I THE' How. S. 3. HAYNES: I beg to
second the motion, and I do not think I
can do better than to quote what I said
last year. I said:-

I shall support most strongly the motion
of the Hon. Mr. Crowder. I think it would be
dangerous to the privileges of this House if
this Bill, as; it is at present drawn, were to pass
without onr first having before us another Bill

Icontaining the subject matter of the amend-
ment. The Premier, I believe, claims the
power of appointing delegates to the Federal
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Council. Under that power he mnay appoint
members of the Asseily or the Council, or
persons outside eitherflouse. If the appoint-
ments were mnade without this Council being
represented, this danger presents itself to me.
By this Bill very important questions may be
submitted to the Federal Council. The amend-
ment of the laws relating to Joint Stock Com-
panics and Banking Laws al-c included in the
list, and these are particularly matters- which
this House should take an interest in as
representing the property holders of the
colony. In the future we may be cursed with
at Premier we may net have the same respect
for as we have for the present occupant of the
office, and if this Bill passes, and the whole of
the delegates are appointed by the Lower
House, this Reuse will be bound by what is

(ln, although it wvill have had no voice in
deciding the questions. In these circUin-
stances I Shall strongly support the
aindnment.

My views have not changed, and I
strongly support the p~resent motion.
As I Said twelve months -ago, if we pass
this Bill the Government may appoint all
the members from the Lower Rouse, and
we shall have no voice whatever in the
matter.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittentom) : I may, say just one
word in regard to the amendment. I
thank hon. members for reminding me of
what took place last year. I remember
that a similar Bill to this was the first
one I had the honour of introducing, and
that there was an objection to it. It is
said that there may be at possibility of
members of the tower House only being
appointed, but I can give my assurance
that this House will be considered in the
appointments as well as the Assembly.
Four members have already b)en ap-
pointed, and there is one vacancy, and I
can assure hon. members that that
vacancy will be filled by the appointment
of a member of this House.

THE HoN. S. H. PARKER: You have
given no notice of any vacancy as required
by the Act.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : I cannot say whether
any notice has been given, but I am
prepared to say that there is a vacancy,
and that it shall be filled by a member of
this House.

THE HoN. S. H. PARKER: A member
selected by the Premier.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenocn) : I cannot say any-
thing further just at p)resent, except that

it is the desire of the Government that
out of the five members to be appointed
three shall be members of the Legislative
Assembly and two members of the
Legislative Council.

THE HON. C. A. FIESSE: It is just
possible that this important Bill may be
thrown out, and with it will go a number
of matters which are of the utmost
importance. I think, therefore, we
should accept the assurance of the Ron.
the Minister for Mines that a member of
this House will be appointed to fill the
vacancy.-

THE HON. F. Mf. STONE: I have to
thank the Hon. the Minister for Mines
for the assurance be haes given us, but
that does not get over the difficulty.
What we want is a Bill giving power to
appoint so many members to represent
this House. That was dlearly put 1)efore
the Government last year, and no notice
has I)een taken Of it; a~nd, therefore, if the
Bill is thrown out the responsibility is
not with uts, but with the Government.
I hope bon. mnemlbers will stand uip for
the privileges of this House.

THE How. D. K. CONGDON: I am
quite in accord with the last speaker,
because I think we should have the right
to elect our own mnembers to represent its
at the Federal Council. I do not think
the Legislative A ssembly should have the
sole right, and, therefore, I shall support
the amendment.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir 0. Shenton)
then left the chair for one hour.

On resuming,
THE HON. A. B. KIOSON: I move

that the debate be adjourned until the
next sitting of the House.

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: A motion
has been made for the second reading
of this Bill, and an amendment has been
proposed by the Hon. Mr. Cr-owder to
the effect that this House will not con-
sider the Bill until some steps are taken
by which this House may elect repre-
sentatives to the Federal Council. The
amendment is only a reproduction of one
that was passed last session, and at that
time the Hon. the Minister for Mines
informed us that the Government bad n.l
objection to arrange for the election of
members to serve in the Federal Council
in any way the House thought proper; in
fact, that the Government were anxious
to fall in with the views of lion. members
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of this House as far as possible. Twelve
months have gone bky, and now the
Government introduce an exactly similar
Bill without taking the slightest notice
of the resolution of this House. In the
circumstances, I think that, before we
adjourn the debate, we should have Sonie
reasons given uts why the Government
have treated the wishes of this House
with contempt. What object is there in
adjourning the debate ? This House
resolved, last year, that it would not
consider a Bill of this nature unless
proper provision were made for the
election of members of this House to the
Federal Council. If the Government
propose to bring in a Bill by which this
House shall have an opportunity of
electing members to tire Federal- Council,
then certainly' adjourn the debate until
the Bill is produced ; bitt, so far, the
Government are treating the House with
contempt-treating it as they would not
dare to treat the L~egislative Assembly.
They have taken no ntieoours-
lution, hut have introduced this Bill,
which is similar to the one which was
objected to last year-. The matter ha~s
assumed au vntirety different aspect to
What it did last year. It is not a question
whether we shall have powVer to elect
inemblers of this House, hut a question of
whether we shall mniatain our- dignity'
and independence, or allow the Govern-
ment to ride, rough-shod, over us. and
treat our resolutions with Contemnpt. I
an, not prepared, sir, to consent to anyv
adjournment Unless some good reason is
shown tor it.

THE MIrNISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. ff. Wittenocin): I rise to make one or
two remarks, and to take exception to the
statements which have been made by the
Hon. Air. Parker. So far from the Gov-
erment having any' desire to ride rough-
shod over this House, or to treat it with
contempt, the very opposite is the case.
These appointmnents to tlieFederal Council
are made in this colony exactly in the
same way that they are made elsewhere,
and it is not considered that tire Houses
are ibeing treated with contempt.

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: But there is
the resolution Of last year.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. WVittenoom): I am afraid the lion.
member has spoken will, more warmth
than the subject deserves, and I think

that, when lie reflects, hie will see that the
Government have no desire to treat this

*House other than with the greatest
*respect. The Hon. MrT. Kidson wishes
that a little time should be given to
further consider this (question, and hie
proposes that the debate shall be ad-
journed. I cannot see what valid Objection
there can be to adopt this course. If the
h lon. meniber wishes the Bill to bto thrown
out, let him get up and say no, and we
shall know where we are, otherwise I can
see no good reason why the debate should
notble adjourned. With a short adjourn-
mnent, a little time will be afforded to the
Governmen t to consider the matter and
to try and meet the wishes of the House.
I have already given an assurance that
the memb er to fill the vacancy will be
selected from this House.
I THE HON. S. H. PARKER: 'There ig no
vacancy.

THE'MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Witteoom): There may have been
an omission in not notifying the House of
a resignation; but there has been one,
and I give mny assurance that it will be
tilled by the election of a member fromt
this House. Any further than this I amt
not prepared to go at thre present timre;
but if the lion. mnember wishes that the
second reading of the Bill shll not be

ientertained, let him say so at once. I
make this explanation as I do not like to
hear the Government run down for
actions they are not guilty of.

Question-That, the debate bew ad-
journed--put and passed.

Debate adjourned accordingly.

COOLGARDIE WVAIER SUPPLY LOAN
BILL.

SECOND FSEAi)LNG-ADJOUiLNED DEBATE,

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: I rise
*to move that the debate be further ad-
j ourned, and the reason I do so is that,

*at the revi~ous sitting of the House, I
asked the Hon. the Minister for Mines to
lay on the table certain information with
respect to this Bill. I do not know

Iwhether lion, members generally consider
it of importance; but, so far ats I am Con-
cerned, I think it highly tdesi rable that we
should knowv what schemes have been pro-
posed other than this one iii regard to sup-
plying Coolgardie with water. £2,500,000
is a large sum of uioney for a small
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conmmunity like this to raise by wvay of
loau. It means a charge of £28 or £924
per head of the population, and, therefore,'it siems to me that, if it is possible to
attain the end the Government have in
view by means of private enterprise, it
would be well to allow individuals to
undertake the work.

THE How. C. A. PIESSE: Is the bell.
member in orderP

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) : Perfectly in order.

THE HoN. S. H. PARKER: I thank
the hon. member for being so alive to the
rules of this House, and I trust he will
take note that I am perfectly in order. I
was saying, sir, that I regard this as a
very important matter as affecting the
whole community. I have not had an
opportunity of inspecting the paper which
the hon. the Minister has been good
enough to lay on the table, and I have
not been able to consider whether it is
possible that this great work shall be
undertaken by- private enterprise or not.
I fully recognise that water is required
in large quantities onl the fields, and I
also admit, that if it c-an lbe shown that
private enterprise cannot properly under-
take the work, that then, in spite of
the heavy charge upon the community, it
may be desirable for the Government to
undertake it. In these circumstances, I
move that the debate be further ad-
journed until this day fortnight.

THE HoN. J. W. HACKETT: I would
call your attention, sir, to Standing Order
No. 122. It says: " A member who has
spoken to a question cannot speak to any
amendment thereon until such aniend-
nient has become the main question; nor
can he, during the debate, move or second
the previous question, or the adjournment
of the debate, or the ad 'journment of
the Council, or that the Council do
now divide." I take it for granted,
therefore, that the lion, member wvho has
just sat down has lost his right of
speaking further to the question.

Question-Thnat the debate be ad-
journed-put and declared negatived.

The House divided with the following
result; -

Ayes ..
Noes

7
10

Majority against... 3

AYES. NOES.
The Fho,. E.G. Burges The Hon. H. Briggs
The Hon. F T. crowder The Hon. 1). K. Cjongdon
The Hon. C. E. Deinpeter The Ron. S. w. Hekett
The Hon. S. H. Parker Th. eo. R. S. Haynes
The lHon. J. E. Hictardeoti The Ho.. A. B. Eidson

IThe lion. V. X. Stone The Hen. E. Motarty
IThe Ho.. S. J. Haynes The lion. C. A. Pleaee

(Teller). The Rou. H. J1. Saunders
The Ron. J. H. Taylor
The Roen. E. H. Wittenoon,

(Teller).

I THE HoN. F. M. STONWE: I beg to
Imove that the debate be adjourned until
this day week, and I do so for the
reason-

THE HlOW. J. WV. HACKETT: The lion.
nmenmber, under the Standing Orders,
must wait a quarter of an hour beforehe
can move this resolution.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. $henl-
ton) : Yes, the lion, member must wait a
quarter of an hour.

THE HON. B. G. BURGES: As no
other hon. member seems inclined to
speak to this question, I may be permlitted,
perhaps, to say a few words. I am not

Igoing to oppose the second reading of
this Bill, because I follk realise that it
contains a good principle, unnely, that
the goldfields should be supplied with
water. At the samne time, when wec conme
to the details, I think I shall be able to
show, by the figures of the Engineer-in-
Chief, that there is little probability of
the work being undertaken for the sani

j vnich is stated. We must consider this
scheme br the light of other works which
had been undertaken by the Government.

iIf we look at our railways, and especially
ito the deviation which has been made, we
see that the cost has far exceeded thle esti-

pmates, and that the works when completed
hlave not been too successful. From the
map, which has been laid on the table, I
can show that the Government can save
nearly £250,000 by haying the pipes of
this scheme in a direct line instead of
taking them the circuitous route proposed.
The three reservoirs are in a due East
line from the No. 7 reservoir, which
last-inentioned reservoir must be used in
time, if it is not required at first. I
askc the Engineer-in-Chief the other

tday whether, if in time, this No. 7
1 reservoir had to be used, he would not

have to construct a railway to it, and he
said that such would be the case. I

*think that might. as well be done now.
If we run a line of railway wherever the

*pipes are to be used, wve shall have thle
double advantage of saving the cost of
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carriage On tile Pipes and opening uip
good agricultural laud. The present
lines ire up steep gradients, and are
almost unworkable, so that if the direct
route, which I aim in favour of, were
adopted these grades could be done away
with and the traffic facilitated. The
Government arc already going to con-
struct some 1.5 miles of railway for the
lpurlpose of carrying out these works, and
I would suggest that if the line were laid
from at point nearer to York it would be
straighter, more level, and would gi've
many more advantages. I think hon,.
mlenbers when making up their minds to
vote large sumis of public money, should
consider )how they can best be spent iii the
interests of the whole country, and if,
when constructing these water works, we
can also serve the agricultural classes by
opening up new land, I think we should
do so. If the route for the pipes were
altered, and the railway line which it is
necessary to construct close to them were
made straighter in the direction I suggest,
there will be an additional advantage to
the people of Albany, who will then have
a chance of bringing their produce to at
more favourable market. It may be said
that it wyill take time to do this, and that
the Government want to get on with the
work at once; but I maintain that the
railway can be hurried along just the
same as the Yilgarn Railway has been.
Mr. O'Connor says that all the pipes for
this scheme can b~e delivered in two years,
but, notwithstanding this, thle Govern-
ment do not seem to be at all certain that
the work can be completed in three years;
and I maintain that, in these circun-
stances, there would be ample time for
the construction of the railway I contend
for. With reference to the pumping
stations, I do not believe that sufficient
allowance hats been made for the engine
powver. I do not think that 3,612 horse
power will be sufficient, but we could
save a good deal of the ptunping- if my
idea were carried out, because the differ-
ence in height between the top) reservoir
and thle lower one is ahout400 feet. Then,
again, by the route I suggest, the distance
the pipes would have to he taken would
be onec-seventeenth less than that pro-
vided li te Engiuleer-in-Ohief's scheme.
Therefore, it would be possible to save
one-sevententh part of the cost of the
pipes and other materials connected with

the scheme, which would make a total
saving of £174,000, and, in addition to
this, a very large annual sum would be
saved in the cost of maintenance. I am
not opposing a scheme for supplying the
goldfields, because we know that water
must be taken there; bitt I do say that
we should expend] time money in the most
judicious manner possible, and at the
same time give the greatest benefits we
canl to the country. Another important
point, if lay scheme were adopted, is tbat
it will provide a safe line for those going
from Albany to the goldfields to travel
upon. All along the railway construction
of thle colony hast been carried on with
great lack of facility. We have only to
look at the line up thle Darling Range, the
Midland Railway, and the Great Southern
Railway' . Some years ago, when I was
speakingrat Geraldton, I said the Govern-
ment were about to commit a very great
mistake in giving away the land for the
construction of railways. I was then told
that I was a lunatic, but the Hon. the
Premier has lived to see the day when my
words have tome true. In the present
instance I tell the Government that they
are about to make another mistake, and
in time it will he found that the top
reservoir will have to be used, a"d then
the country will have to undertake the
very work I urge should he done now. I
do not wish to see any greater burden
imposed upon the country than is neces-

sa'ry, bitt it ison use trying to curtail
the expenditureand afterwards discover-
ing that the money has been wasted. I
think I have shown that there is a
necessity for carrying this water scheme
tip to the No. 7 reservoir, and that, if
that be so, it is the opinion of the
Engineer-in-Chief thle railway line must
also be constructed. To carry out the
present Scheme as proposed will cause
another block on the Eastern Railway,
for trucks and engines, which call ill be
spared, will have to be taken out of the
ordinary traffic to conve ' tile pipes and
material. Sonic doubt has been expressed
as to the holding ground at the top
reser-voir, but as everyone knows, there is
30 per cent. more rainfall there than on
the ranges to the East. I have here the
rainfall froum 1877 to 189-5. In 1877 it
was 1390 inches; in 1878, 19-80 incies;
in 1879, 12-50 inches; in 1880, 18--57
inches; 1881, 14-95 inches; in 1882,19-4.5
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inches; in 1883, 23-96 inches; in 1884,
19-17 inches; in 1885, 22-19 inches; in
1886,1418 inches; in 1887, 16-79 inches;
in 1888, 17-77 inches;, in 1889, 19r99
inches; iii 1890, 22-97 inches; in 1891,
15-19 inches; in 1892, 13-86 inches; in
1893, 23-1 inches; in 1894, 10-99 inches;
in 1895, 16-08 inches-or a mean during
the whole period of 17-66 inches. There-
fore, there can be no question as to the
rainfall being insufficient to give an adle-
quate supply of water. I ami.uot bringing
this scheme forward in. the interests of my
constituents, because, under the Redistri-
bution of Seats Bill, we shall not represent
the satne people that we do at pre-
sent; but I do say that my proposal will
beniefit the Southern p;ortion of the
country, which is at presentidle. I now
move, as anl amidndment, that all the
words after " that " be struck out, with a
view to inserting the following:-" the
Coolgardie Water Supp ly Loan Bill be
referred to a select committee."

Tan PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shienton) : I think it would be more in
order if the hion. member made that
motion after the Bill has passed its
second reading. I refer the hon. member
to Standing Order No. 246.

THE Hon. R,. 0-. BURG-ES: Then I
withdraw my amendment for the present,
but I hope hon. members ilil consider
the subject carefully, and not rush into so
large a public expenditure without being
assured that the best results will accrue
to the colony fromn it.

THE HON. F. T. CROWDER: In
rising to speak on the question before the
House, I must first congratulate the
lon, the Minister for Mines for the
able speech he male when proposing the
second reading of the Bill. When listen -
ing to the hon. member I was all the
time looking forward to learn soiuething
more of the details of this large scheme
-details in regard to the cost and other
matters - and I must say I was grievously
disappointed. At the samie time I amn
sure he placed before us all the facts he
bad in his possession, and I miust compli-
ment him, therefore, upon making a very
good lob of at very bad brief. I was
disappointed, too, that he did not, like his
chief, mnake some quotation from the
immortal Isaiah. This Bill, however, is
an important one. It involves millions
of money, and I must ask lion. members

to consider, before passing it., what a
burden it will place on the future tax-
pay)ers of the colony; wheth er the scheme

ICanl be carried out for the mnoney namned-
£2,500,000; whether it can be carried

Iout in the time mnentioned-3 years;
wheth er it. is lpracticable ; and, f urther,
whether the Government have the right to
ask this House to vote so large a sum of
money on the b~are word of Mr. O'Connor,
the Engineer-in-Chbief e There is an'old
saying that a man who is convinced
against his will is of the same opinion
still. I suppose that saying would also
apply to hion. ifiembers who mjay have
been convined-not that I wish to in-
sinuate that anyone would so far forget
i is duty as to vote for this scheme as he

ijay have been told to vvte, in accor-
dance with their instructions. I cannot
help thinking that some lion, members
have come here with their mninds made
up, and that, no moatter what arguments
are brought to bear to prove that the
scheme cannot be carried out in the time
mentioned or for the money, named, they
will still vote for the Bill , and, even if
they are convinced when the bell tinkles
for the division, they will then be found
voting as they originally intended. I
hope, however, all lion. menibers. will re-
member that they are called upon to
night to ac.t in the interests of their con-
stituents. I have been asked myself by
several not to run my head against a wall.
I do not know exactly what that mneans,
hut, anyhow, I have a duty to perform,
I intend to perfonin it, and I shall not
allow this Bill to pass without saying a
word against it. I have heard it said
that the Premier and his colleagues have
their hearts in the scheme, and that they
have not brought it forward for the sake
of gaining popularity on the goldfields. I
had much pleasure myself in listenung to
the able speech which was delivered by
the Hon. the Premier when moving, the
second reading of the Bill in another
place, and I think that anyone who heard
it niust have Come to the conclusion that,
at any rate, he was heart and soul in the
work. He painted the picture in such
glowing colours that, if I had not gone
into the matter before myself, I should
have have been seduced to believe in it
myself. I have also heard the remiarks
of the Hon. the Minister for Mines, and I
believe that he, too, is heart and soul in
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this scheme. So imbued are the mern-
bers of the Governmwent with it that I
believe they can almost now hear the
water trickling fromn the pipes at Cool-
gardie, and see monuments erected to
their memories for undertaking the work.
So earnest are they that the~y have been
thorougrhly mesmerised by the Engineer-
in-Chief. I have been tod that. to wake
out of a trance suddenly is dangerous ;
and, therefore, I shall not address my re-
marks to the Hon. the Minister for Mines
or his colleagues, Their awakening will
come soon enough. In addressing this
House the Hon. the Ministe;r for Mlines
relied on two important facts: firstly, as
to whether the scheme is pracoticable; aud,
secondly, whether it can be carried out for
£2,500,000. I also intlend to confineiny-
self to these points. It is unnecessary
for mne to tell hon. members that I am
not an engineer, but, as a layman Ipossess-
ing some commnon sense, I think T ami
justified in expressing ani opinion as to
whether a work of this magnitude can be
carried out ini the tinie mentioned or for
the money named. Now as to the prac(.ti-
cabiihity of the scheme. Of course all
engineering schemes are practicable so
long as there is plenity of mioney behind
them, and I take it that this scheme mnay
be carried out if sufficieu n mne is ex-
pended upou it. At the same tune I
maintain that there is not sufficient
evidence before us to prove whethier it is
practicable or not. When listening to
bo0th the Ron. the Premier and the Hon.
the Minister for Mines I hoped to find
out from them many details in conniection
with the scheme, but I am sorry to say
that I was disappointed, nor have I been
able to gather them from the papers
which have been laid on the table., I beard
that there was to he a reservoir con-
structed on the Helena River at a cost of
some £200,000, and that pipes were to
be carried from there util they reached
a mount, which the Hon. the Premier
said an all-wise and far-seeing Provi-
dence had placed there as a site for
the last reservoir of this scheme. Not
being an engineer, I may not perhapsI
express an opinion on this particular
scheme, but Ican arrive at a conclusion
by comparing it, wit]h other works of a
similar character. Now, the Liverpool
Water Works are constructed upon a sumi-
btr principle to that proposed in this I

scheme -a princi pie partly gravitation
and partly pumping. The Liverpool
works were carried. out by the most
eminent of British engineers, who, I
presume, may be tak-en to be the most
eminent in the world. In that scheme
there are three muains, and these has been
found necessary, in consequence of the
liability there is of the pipes to burst.
Here w~e have one main pipe, and what
will happen if it bursts? It is true that
it is said that the storage reservoir at Mt.
Burges will hold two dlays' supply, but,
kno win g as we do, h ow l ong it takes to do
anything in this colony, I would ask does
any lion. mnember think that in the event
Of a burst the nmpirs could be mnade in
time to keep the mines going. Should
there be a burst the Government would
pro babl[y get some mof re of those impu dent
telegrams which the Hon. the Minister
for Mines read to os the other evening.
In looking, through the papers which have
been laid upon the table I notice a com-
plete absence of detail. Not hing is said
as to the filtration of the water, but we
are told by the Minister that this House
has nothing to do with matters of this kind.
I beg, to differ with him, and I say. that
this House has a right to have every
detail before it, so as to eniable it to
properly consider the schemne. We
have 1)0 rigrht to pass such a Bill ais
this in the dark. The scheme, as put
forward, is minus Most important details,
and how the Government can ask us to
pass it, in the circumstances, I cannot
understand. With the information befo
us we are not in a, position to say whether
it is practicab~le or not. Now, a s to
whether this schm e can be carried out in
the time stated. I say it is an utter
impossibility for the work to be done in
the time, and the Government, I am con-
fident, know it. The only report we have
which deals with the matter states that
90,000 tonms of pipes will be required,
and that it is proposed to commence the
delivery of themn within six mionthis after
the passing of this Bill at the rate of
2,000 or 3,000 tons a month. Of course
the 90,000 tons mean dead weight. If
the pipes could be carried at dead
weight, it would take 20 trucks a day and
two engines to keep the delivery going. As,
however, these pipes arc to be 30 inches in
diameter, it is evident they cannot be
carried as dead weight, and thus no

[20 AurUST, 1896.] Loan Bill. 449



450 Cool gardie Water Supply [COUNCIL.] Loan Bill.

more than six pipes can be carried on at
double bogic truck, so that three times
the quantity of rolling stock will be
required to hiaul them than if they could
be carried at dead weight. As lion.
nmembers aire aware, the journgey front
Fremnantle to Coolgardie, allowing for
loading and unloading, will take six days;
and, therefore, it will take 360 trucks and
eight locomotives to keep this work going,
irrespective of the trucks and engine-
power required for the conveyance of
the cement for the reservoirs, or for the
machinery at the pumping stations. This,
at least, will take another 15 trucks and
a couple of engines. As, however, the
whole of the pipes will not be Carried the
whole distance, it is only fair to halve the
quantity of trucks and engines required,
and, if we do this, it will be seen that 180
trucks and nine engines -will have to be
put into use as soon as these works start.
We are all aware of the deplorable state
into which our railways have got, owing
to the wvant of rolling stock. There are,
ait the pre~sent time, seven or eight steamers
lying off the Fremantle jetty unable to
unload, and some of them have been here
for five or six weeks. We know, too, that
there are 250 trucks at Southern Cross
which cannot be hiauled owing to want of
enlgine-power. For a long time miany of
our local industries have been half starved
from the same cause, and it is said that it
is due to the British anufaxcturers'
inability to supply rolling stock fast
enough. Seeing that our trade is growing
day by day, that we have nothing like
the rolling, stock we require, aud that it
will take at least twelve months before
we shall be able to obtain sufficient, I ask
hion. mnenmbers how the Government prfo-
pose to commence the haulage of these
90,000 tons of pipes within six months.
It will be utterly absurd for them to
attempt it. It is true that, in seven,
eight, or nine mionths' ti me, we shall be in
possession of more stock, but arc the
Government going lto further paralyse
trade in the mneantimue. Knowing the
feeling of the public as I do, I feel sure
it would take a stronger Ministry than
the Forrest Mlinistry, and they' are' strong
enough iiitall conscience, to do such ao
thing as this. I ain confident that the
Hon. the Mfinisi cv for RaLilways wonuld
tiot, in View of pub1 lic feeling, risk
further paralviugi trade by carrying these

I ppes Those lion.inmembers w ho have read
the report of the Engineer-in-Chief must
come to the conclusion that the work is to
be carried out ait lightning speed; but Isay,
seeing what there is to be done, it canot
be completed under four or five years at
the least. The Liverpool Water Works
were to have been carried out in three
years, but they were-t not completed in five.
I come now to the question of whether
this scheme can be carried out for the
sumn mentioned, lnmely, £2,500,000.
Again I say no, and again I amr confident
that the Government know it cannot be.
Every item is set down at the lowest cost.
Nogthing is allowed for any rise in cost of
pipes, and there is no allowvance for the
carriage of the cemlen1t, machinery, and
other requirements connected with the
scheme. Another great and important
matter, for which no allowance has been
made, is the interest on the mone-y during
the four years which will elapse before the
water flowvs into Coolgardie and a return is
obtained from the work. The calculation
for the labourers is based at 7s. per day.
Even in Perth labourers will not work
under 9s. a day, and, I believe, when this
scheme is started, it is not too much to
say that the Government will have to pay
14s. a day. Then I notice that the
90,000 tons of pipes are to be carried on
our railways at Ils. 3d. per ton. Is the
Government going to rob the railway
system of £200,000 so as to make this
water- scheme appear cheaperP These
p~ipes are to be carried at minieral rates.
When minerals are carried it is on the
condition that 12 tons must be taken
in eachi bogie truck, and if there is not
that quanrtity the truck, has to be paid for
all the samie. But pipes cannot be car-
ried in this way because you will never
get 12 tons dlead weight of pipes on a
bogie truck. If private individuals hadl
to send these pipes the Railway Depart-
int would charge £2 1.5s. 6Id. per ton
to Coolgardie, so that, on this item alone,
the Government are ging to rob the
Railway Dep)artmient of £200,000. Thus,
I say, the Government aire misleading the
House. I say that the Scheme will not
be carried out under £5,000,000. I now
come to another point. Seeing, that, so
large allt gL1I( Hit is about1, to be t'x1 ended,
I ask arc I be Governmen~t jnstified inl
seeking to get this House to pa~ss this Bill
upon the word of Mr. O'Connor alone? I
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wish it to be iuderstood that I have
nothing to say against Mr. O'Connor. To
my mind he is a hard-working gentleman,
andl lit. has performed good work for this
colony. Still, I mnust be Permitted to say
that fie is somiewhat given to fads, and
this is one of them. He has been forced
on in this matter by the Government, and
I defy anyone to say that he has had
proper tunec to consider this sdcme. If
lie had, I amn sure hie would never have
sent down such a document to this House
ais has been laid upon1 the table. We are
already spending a large sum of mnoney
on Mir. O'Connor's reputation in con-
nection with the Fremantle Harbour
Works, and I believe that, within a short
time, this House will be iii possession of
such facs as will1 show that the Engineer-
in-Chiief is out, 1)0th as regards the time
in which the works can be completed. aud
the amount they will cost. I ask lion.
members to vote with me in this matter
unless they are prepared to say that it is
impossible for Mr. O'Connor to make a,
mistake. I will refer again to the Liver-
pooi Water Works. The estimated cost
was £1,500,000, a~nd the actual cost was
found to be £8,000,'000. The work was
to be completed in three years, and it
took five years. If the leading engineers
of Great Britain could wiake such at
mistake, surel 'y it is possible for Mr.
O'Connor to make a mistake. It is
all very wvell for the Government to
tell us that if we pass this Bill they
will get other expert advice. To my
mind this is treating hon. meumbers as
so many children. Why should not
the Government bring down a proper
scheme, which could be criticised and not
be found wvanting P This scheme is not
worth the paper it is written on, and the
House should not pass it. The next thing
we shall have is the Government coining
down and asking us to sanction the
borrowing9 of £5,000,000 or £26,000,000,
andtllin us they will supply the details
in a ekor two. I claim now that I
have shown that the work cannot be
carried out in the time mentioned; that
we have no evidence of the practicability
of the scheme; that it cannot be comi-
pleted for the stun mentioned, and that
the Government have no right to ask us
to pass this Bill on thme wvort) of tme
Engineer -in -Chief alone. If I have
proved these things to the satisfaction of

hon. members, I claimi their votes against
the second reading of the Bill. Apart
from this, there is no necessity for the
Government to undertake the scheme and
interfere when private enterprise is pre-
lparedl to carry out the work. I sa-Y
private enterprise is prepared to give to
the golddields, which are in want of water,
this very scheme if necessary.

Tu E HloN. 0. A. PIESSE: We do not
want anything Of that kind.

TuE HON. F. T'. CROWDER: I say
private enterprise is prepared to carry
out this scheme without risk to the tax-
payers. The Ron. the Minister for Mlines,
in referring to the question of lprivate
enterprise, pointed to the Great Southern
Railway? the Midland Railway, and the
Perth Water Works. Those are all good
schemnes in their way,' and would have
done good work had the Government
taken steps to hind the companies so
that they could not get out. of their
bargains. In the original contract, the
Great Southern Railway was bound to
land so ninny people in the colony, but
the Government allowed that provision to
fall through. The Midland Railway was
a tangle from start to finish, and so was
the Perth Water Works. But having seen
their foolishness in the past, the Govern-
mnent should take advantage of their
experience, and make such an agreement
with private enterprise for the supply of
this water as is binding. Surely agree-
nments can be drawn which will be binding.
I am aware that the Hon. the Premier
has stated that no agreement can be
drawn which a syndicate cannot get
throughl. No doubt he was speaking for
the members of the profession in his own
House, but, looking around here, I can
see one or two hon. members who, I feel

srcoulId draw such an agreement that
their reputed leader, Satani, could not get
out of. The Hon. the Premier also said
that £60,000,000 of British capital had
been invested in the goldfields. I think
that statement is somewhat On a par with
the report which has been sent to us on
this scheme; but, allowing that this suim
has been spent, it supports my argument,
that, for the sake of another £2,500,000,
these British capitalists are not going to
lose their £60,000,000. Hon. members
are all aware of the labour clause under
which the mines are worked, and even
allowing that this scheme is passed, I
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would ask what are the mine-owners
going to do during the next four or five
years while it is under construction.

THE HFON. D. K. CoN(oN: Three
Years.

THE How. P. T. CROWDER:- It can-
not be done in three years; more likely
four or five years. At the end of that
time what will be the position of the
water works. Will not every mine by
that timne have its own water scheme?
The Hon. the M inister for Mines told us
there was no risk about this scheme,
because it would pay from the jump.
That is all moonshine, and no one knows
it better than he does. If hie does not, lie
is not fit to hold the position he does as a
director of one of the leading banks in
this colony. Would be lend imoney on
such a. project as this, the results of
which are based. on the supposition
that the whole 5,000,000 gallons per ay
will be sold at 8s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons ?
No allowance is made for bad debts, or
for the dishonesty of clerks, or for break-
downs, or for the hundred and one other
things that mnay happen. The whole
calculation is absurd and mnisleading.
If such a proposal were set out; in the
prospectus of any syndicate for the Ium-
pose of floating a conipany,' every respect-
able paper would write it down. I ask
lion, members to look at the schemke, not
as a paper emanating from the Govern-
ituent, 1)ut as aL prospectus published by a
private company; and, looking at it in
this way, I say how mauy lion. niembers
would put their savings into it? I ask
would the Ron. Mr. Saunders put £1,000
or £C2,000 into it ? Then there is another
serious point we have to look, to? If the
Scheme is carried out hr the Government,
what will happen ? I miay ask what has
happened in regard to thie freights on
the railway line from Perth to Cool-
gardie ? The present Government gave a
distinct pledge, when asking this House
to agree to the construction of the Cool-
gardic railway, that such freights would
be charged as would not only pay the
interest and working expenses, but would
also provide a sinking fund to pay off
the capital in about 80 years. What has
happened ?' The Government, under
presstire from the goifields, have brought
the freights down to the same as those
which are charged between Perth and
Premantle, and yet the whole of the

trucks are returned froml Coolgardie
empty. The Hon. the Minister for
Mines has told us that this scheme will
save £30,000 a year in water for the
railway lines, and he pointed out that
the lines were not pay' ing on account of
the quantity of water that had to be
carried,

THE MINISTER FOR MTiNES (HOn, E.
H. Wittenoomu): -. 1 did not say the lines
were not payin1g. I think what I said
was that so many trucks had to be used
for the conveyance of water, and thus the
Government were not able to carry the
amiount of freight they otherwise might
have done. I do not think I said the
lines -were not, paying.

THE How. F. T. CROWDER: I
thioughIt the lion. member would try to
twist out of it, but I took his words
down. At any rate the Government
reduced the freights, and what happened
in connection with the freighits will also
happen in regard to the water. At no
very distant date the vower of the gold-
fields will predominate in the Parlia-
ment. of the coutry, and the goldfields
memb 'ers will argue that, as the Govern-
11ient are s-upplying Perth writh water at
Is. 6d. per 1,000 gallons, the goldfields
should not be placed at any disadvantage.
Then the Hon, the Minister for Mines
said that lie had three offers f rom private
cnitcrlprise to take the whole of the water
which this scheme will he able to give.
This Shows that private enterprise is
-willingc to carry out the scheme. I also
heard the bon. gentlemnan say that the
G-overninent do not intend to block the
schemeG put forward by Mr. Wilson. I
do not think Mr. Wilson has anything to
thank the ion. gentleman for. Does hie
think that Mir. WVilson is such a, fool as to
enter into conmpetition with the Govern-
mnent' Then the Hon. the Minister for
Mines laid great stress on the fact that this
Bill was lpassed in another place without at
division, I should like to see the hon.
gentlenian sitting on the opposite side of
the House and hearing such a statement
made. Whiata apy half-hour we shouldI
have. He would ask whether it was a
fact that, when the time for the division
arrived, 17 or 18 niembers were not. in
their piaces. I ask bon. umemnbers, in coin-
side~ring this question, not to take into
account the fact that there was no
division on this schemie in another place.
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I have shown that the scheme cannot be
carried out in the time mentioned, or for
the amount named; that, for all we know,
it is not practicable; that the Govern-
ment have no right to ask us to passI
this Bill on the word of Mr. O'Connor
alone; and, lastly, that there is no need for
the Government to interfere with private
enterprise. On these grounds I claim the
vote of every lion, member against the
second reading. No hon. member who
has carefully considered this Bill ats I
have, and has gone through every lLppe
which has been placed in our possession,
can vote for at scheme such as this, brist-
hiug, as it is, with grave and serious errors,
defiient in nost' important details, and
throughiout grossly' misleading and untrue
in the deductions that are drawn there-
from; and I defy any member of the
Government to prove to this House that
the figures contained in the report of the
Engineer-in-Chief can be relied upon. I
say this scheme wilcost from 4,000,000
to £6,000,000, and the water will cost
from 8s. to 10s. per 1.000 gallons. This
schemne is only the thin end of the wedge
to get this House to incur an enormous
expenditure. The Governmentknow full
wvell that it cannot be carried out for the
suen they state. Knuowing this, why do
they not take more time to prepare a
proper scheme ? If they do so it wvill be
shown that the cost will be £65,000,000,
that the scheme willI take five years to comn-
plete, and that the water will cost Ss. per
1,000 gallons. Even if they do this, I
feel sure they vjill have the same chance
of passing it as they will in regard to the
present scheme. I ask hon. members
to bear in mind, that if they pass this
Bill, they will drive a nail into the coffin
of private enterprise.

THE HON. 0. A. PIESSE: And a good
job too.

THE HON. F. T. CROWDER: I sayv
they will drive a nail into the coffins
of private enterprise, for no one would
attempt to enter into competition with the
Government. Further, I am told that on
certain parts of the goldfields there is
more water than the people know what to
do with, and there will be still more
within the next four or five years. If the
Bill is passed all private enterprise for
the supply not only of Coolgardie, but of
Hannan's, Menzies, and other towns will
stop, because no syndicate will come in

where it is p~ossible for the Government
to sell the water at Is. 6d. per 1.000
gallons or even give it away. I ask hon.
members to seriously and thoughtfully
consider this scheme. To my mind the
Government are trying to force this Bill
down the throats of hon. members with
most indelicate haste. I do not care
whom I offend, and while I amn here, I
shall say the hardest words I can when-
ever the Government try to cram down
the throats of hion., members details of a,
scheme such as have now beens put for-
ward. For the first time, to-dlay a miap
showing the various parts of the schemne
has been i id on the table ; but, from the
other documents, we learn that the
Government have not yet considered
whether they will carry it out as shown
on the niap or in some other way.
Surely that is not fte way to treat hon.
members of this House. Then, again, the
Government should give lion, members
time to verify the figures in the Engineer-
in-Chief's report, and until they do so I
ask hon. menmbers to vote against the
second reading. For my own part, if I
were given proper tiue to go into the
figures and to hear- evidence, it is possible
I might alter my opinion ; but I do think
the Government are treating this House
with scant courtesy in bringing down
such a Bill as this, and laying documents
on the table in connection with it at the
last moment, and then refusing, as the
lion, the Minister has done, to grant an
adjournment when it is asked for. I ask
hon. members, unless the Hon. the
Minister for Mines comes to his senses,
to throw this Bill out. No Government
has a right to ask us to sanction the
expenditure of £ 2,600,000 on a scheme
which is bristling with falsehoods, the
figures of which are grossly misleading
and the deductions therefrom are false.
I say the Government cannot prove they
are right.

THE fibs. D. K. COwNON: Can you
prove you are right

THE HObN. F. T. CROWDER: I have
proved that I am, and, unless you are too
thick-headed, you will see that I am. It
is all very well for hon. members to come
here -

THE HON. D3. K. CONGON: We prefer
the figures of the Engineer-in-Chief to
yours.
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THE RON. F. T. CROWDER: The
lion. member is evidently satisfied that
we should spend X2,600,000 in the dark,
and then not know wvhetber the scheme is
to he Carried out. I ask lion, members
to demand from the Government at proper
time in which to consider the Bill, and to
enable them to obtain thle evidence of
experts onl the subject. If, however,
they pass this Bill on the statements
which have been put before us, they wvill
be doing what there is no precedent for
in any of the Australian Parliaments.

THE RON. 0. E. DEMPSTER: I
approach this matter, sir, with mor-e
anxiety' than I hlave alpproachedi any
other. We owe at duty to the goldfields,
for, to a very large extent, the future of
the colony depends uI)on them; but, at
the same time, by taking this step we
shall be incurring an enornous debt
which we should not, I think, make our-
selves responsible for unless the work is
to be reproductive. When speaking to
the Address-in -Reply to the Governor's
opening speech I felt that the work was one
of such magn itude that i t was not right for
us to enter upon it ; but I admit, since I
heard the earnest way in which the Hon.
the Premier put the matter, and saw how
anxious and sincere lie was, I was led to
believe that there must be a good deal
more in it than I thought at first.
Coupled with this, we have the Engineer,
wvho is the principal authority in the
colony on a subject of this kind, fully
bearing out the views of the Government;
and I think it would be presumption on
my part to offer an opinion agaiust his.
I consider, therefore, we are justified in
going on upon his advice. He says that
the work is practicable, and I.must saythat
I cannot see any insuperable difficulties in
connection with it. There may be some
difficulties, and it may cost more than is
stated, but,considering the immense bene-
fits that will be conferred on the goldfields,
I think it would be well for hon. members
to hesitate before rejecting this measure.
We must all admit that the prosperity of
the colony at the present time is largely
due to our goldfields, and we must also
admit that the future of the Colony
depends largely upon them. By the
goldfields we must sink or swim. If they
do not go ahead as we anticipate this
colony must sink into oblivion, and,
therefore, I consider it is our duty to

support this scheome. We knowv that the
Engineer-ini-Chief is at man of prudence
and integrity, and a lmau whose opinion
Can be relied upon. We cannot blamne
him for the mistakes that hlave occurred
in connection with the Construction of our
railways, for they were Committed before
he Caine to the colon Y.

Tnn Hos. R. G. BuRoES: What about
the deviation *?

TIE HoN. 0. E. DEMPSTER: In that
case I think the best wats made of a had
job. The whole thing- wats a mistake in
the first instance. If the line had been
made byv way of the Ohittering Brook we
should not have had the diffculties we
flow have to contend with, and, besides
this, byv that route more country would
have been opened up than is now the case.
I think the idea which has been mentioned
of laying the pipes for this scheme some
distance from the railway line would not
be desirable, biecause the carriage of them
would then cost as much as the construc-
tion of another line. I am thoroughly
impressed with the importance of this
work amid the benefit which will accrue to
the colony, from' it. M 'v only doubt at
first, when I said that I wvould not sup-
port it, was that I felt it would saddle
the colony with ain enormous debt, k~now-
ing as I did whose shoulders it would fall
upon in the long run. There is no doubt
that it is those who are nailed to the soil
who will have to pay the piper, but still,
seeing that we are so much dependent
upon the goldields, I think we must be
prepared to risk a little. I trust that no
one will have reason to regret having
approved of this scheme. We know that
Sir John Forrest has been right in many
of the things which he has undertaken,
although all of us did not agree with him
when he first proposed them, and I believe
many of us will live to see the day when
he will be proved to have been right in
this matter. We all must admit that the
colony has gone ahead at a greater rate
than we expected, and we may Conclude
that if it goes ahead in the same ratio
as the past, we need have no fear of
having consented to this expenditure.
The population will have so increased
that the debt per head will not be as
great when the work is complete as it is
to-day. If we take this view I do not
think wve shall be inclined to the opinion
that our indebtedness will press very
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heavily upon is I have heard.( it Said
that thie Government is likely' to prove
incorrect as to their estimate on the cost
of this work. It has been stated that the
cost will be £5,000,000, but we have the
facts put before uts by the Engineer-in-
Chief, and I cannot. see how we are justi-
fied in assuming they are ivong. The
cost of thle pipes and the laying of them
cannot involve an enormous expense, and
the cost of the darns ought to lbc easily
calculated by men who have had ex-
perience in suchinatters. I believe thehivr-
hour works will show that the Engineer-
in-Chief's estimate was outside the mark
rather than inside. The cost of the first
mole dlid not conic up to the estimate by
at considerable amount, and, therefore, I
do not think it is right tW assume that
Mr. O'Connor's figures are incorrect in
this instance. I. can only say that I shall
supp.ort this scheme, and I trust it Will
bring that prosperity we all hope it will.
Considering the population of the gold-
fields, and the enormous amount of
capital expended, I do not think it reason-
able to suppose that those people are not
satisfied with their investments or are
not sure that they are safe. If private
individuals are prepared to risk so much,
surely the colony can risk a little.

TnE HoN. . K. CONGDON: I be-
lieve it is almost impossible to complete
this discussion to-night, and, in these
circumstances, I propose that the debate
he now adjourned until Thursday next.

Motion put and passed.
Debate adjourned accordingly.

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and was read a first
time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House at

until Wednesday,
4810 o'clock, p.m.

10-10, p.m. adjourned
26th August, 1896, at

cc qisIafibit AssceInb 1),
Tlao-rstlay, 20th, August, 1,996.

Qnestion:; Quaniine Accommodation at Allxny-
companies Act Amend ment nill ftbfterconsdered
in omamittee-Fencing Bill: second reading-W.A.
Turf Club Act Repeal (privatej Bill: first reading-
(jonstitntioni Act Amendment Bill, third realing-
Adoption of Children Bill -Legislative Concils
anndinents ;in committeo-Excess Bill: second
reading; iii conmnittee-Adjounment.

THE SPEAKER took the chfair- at 430
o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION-QUAltANINE ACCOM-
MODAION AT ALBANY.

MR. H{ASSELJL, in accordance with
notice, asked the Director of Public
Works :-l. The number of rooms at the
Quarantine Station, Albany, in the old
and new builings, exclusive of care-
taker's quarters. 2. The height and size
of each room.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied:
The number and size of rooms are as
follows:-In the new building: 2 dormi-
tories, each 2Sft. x 22ft. x lift, high; 4
dormitories, each l2ft. x loft. x lift.
high ; 2 bath rooms, each 7ft. Sini. x 9ft.
x 9ft. high; 2 bath rooms, each ZRt 6in.
x Sft. x 9ft. high; 2 anterooms, each 7ft.
Gin. x 2lft. x 9ft. high; 2 vestibulles, each
?ft. din. x l3ft. x 9ft. high. In the old
Ibuilding: 2 dormitories, each l4ft. x l6ft.
x l2ft. 6in, high ; 1 dormitory, l~ft. x
loft. x lOft, high; 1 bath room, -Mt. x
loft. x l Oft, high; 1 vestibule, Sft. x l4ft.
x l2ft. 6in, high ; 1 dining room, l8ft. x
IOft. x loft. high; 1 kitchen, l6ft. x l2ft.
x loft. high. The nine dormitories will
accommodate a minimum number of 36
beds. The rooms in the old hospital
buildings are not included in the fore-
going. The further additions about to
be undertaken will provide an additional
30 beds and contingent accommodation.

COM1PANIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Consideration in committee was re-
sumed.

Preamble and title-agreed to.


